522	POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY
This is mainly because these countries are new and have been settled by
comparatively homogeneous people, or at least by people who want to
become like the older settlers in speech and customs as rapidly as possible.
Nevertheless, Argentina has a grave conflict between its great city of
Buenos Aires in the center, the grain-raising country round about for a
few hundred miles, the cattle country outside of that, and finally the
sugar lands in the north, the fruit country in the west, and the sheep
country far south in Patagonia.
Australia, like many another large country, would probably be better
off if a large part of its territory were sunk under the sea. This is true
not only of the vast desert, but perhaps even more of the northern region
of scrub forests and savannas with its wet and dry low-latitude climate.
A submergence of these areas would give the remainder of Australia a
more humid climate and greater capacity for supporting population than
it has now, and would get rid of a constantly irritating problem. The
Northern Territory of Australia contains only 5,000 white people and
18,000 natives in 524,000 square miles, and the population does not grow
appreciably. The federal government has poured out money on the poor
northern parts of the country, making surveys and explorations, helping
settlers, subsidizing cattle ranches, and building useless railways. A con-
spicuous example of waste has been the building of a railroad northward
1,000 miles from Adelaide to Alice Springs (Stuart) in the midst of a vast
desert. There is practically nothing for the road to carry. Trains run
about once a week, and even then are very short. Nevertheless, the Fed-
eral Government is bound by a promise to complete a railroad to Port
Darwin on the north coast. South Australia gave up its rights in the
northern part of the country only on condition that such a railway be
built. It would be sheer waste of money to finish the road. Nevertheless,
many Australians want it because they fear that, if the white man does not
utilize the waste spaces of northern Australia, the Japanese or other
Asiatics will surge in and occupy the land. One of Australia's most hotly
contested political problems has been what to do about the whole problem
of a "White Australia" and the unsettled tropical north, where nobody
wants to live.
Political Effects of Size and Diversity in the United States
Among the large countries of the world the United States probably
suffers as little as any because of size and diversity. One reason for this
is that all parts of the country have climates in which white men can live
comfortably, and only a small part, relatively speaking, is too extreme for
agriculture. Added to this is the fact that because die country is new
and prosperous its active people move around so much that large numbers

